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“We wanted to take command of this new technology, devel-
oped by optical engineers and computer scientists, to see how
we could use it in ways not imagined by the inventors, to
ask new questions, find new answers and have a catalysing
effect on the well-established and traditional methods of our
discipline.”
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He used the 3D scanning technology to document in metic-
ulous detail a recent major discovery of an unscathed tomb
containing five sarcophagi of women who lived in the 16™
century BC, at the court of Thebes. The flexible, accurate and
rapid tool proved invaluable for data-recording and post-ex-
cavation interpretation of the highly unstructured context
from which the five 3,500-year-old sarcophagi came.

“The value of a certain degree of scientific wandering cross-
ing disciplinary borders is tremendous, provided that one
dares to take a temporarily naive look at a well-known prob-
lem, which can generate unexpected creativity.”

The USIAS Marc Bloch Chair was created
in 2022 for Strasbourg-based research-
ers who have made an exceptional con-
tributiontotheirfield. The Chairis named
in honour of Marc Bloch (1886-1944), a
French historian who was a professor | & 7)) O e RENE T
of medieval history at the University of FRY TR~ R Y e
Strasbourg from 1921-1936. Co-founder ™, o Sl AP R
of the historical journal “Annales”, he
was known for his work on comparative
and economic history, and his interest
in interdisciplinarity.
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